
MINUTES 

Democratic Women of Dare 

Membership Meeting  

Sea Ranch Resort, Kill Devil Hills 

November 17, 2022 

 

Welcome and Call to Order 

Alicia Wingate called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

     Alicia led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

     The Salute to the North Carolina Flag was led by Alicia. 

      

Recognition of Elected Officials, Party Officers, and Candidates 

Alicia recognized James Cofield, former Secretary, Board of Elections; and Sweet Pea Tillett, candidate for Register of 

Deeds.   

 

Approval of Minutes 

The meeting minutes from October 20, 2022, were approved by acclamation. 

 

Treasurer’s Report   

Betsy Brown gave the Treasurer’s report.  She reported a beginning balance of $1,409 and an ending balance of 

$1,188.46 on October 31. Income categories included dues ($40) and t-shirts ($725).  Expense categories included 

postage and Wordpress software.   

 

Betsy reported that it was time to renew dues for 2023.  The group discussed the possibility of raising dues in the future.  

Laura Allendorf commented that at the state convention, there was discussion of raising dues to chapters.  

   

Speaker Presentation 

DWOD member James Cofield was our featured speaker.  A North Carolina native, James has been an active participant 

in the political arena for more than 60 years. He received his BS degree from the University of NC, Chapel Hill, and 

received his MBA degree from the Graduate School of Business, Stanford University.  James has served as Secretary of 

the Dare County Board of Elections.   He currently chairs the Duck Planning Board.  

James recapped the local, state, and national election results.  The good news:  Democrats won the U.S. Senate and 

came close to winning the House.  In Dare County, while we had talented people running, our candidates unfortunately 

did not prevail. Where do we go from here?  What do we do differently? James noted that we can’t do the same thing 

and expect different results.  We need a strong presence and a strong message in a noncandidate year.  He emphasized 

the importance of developing a message candidates can run on and the need to get to work in this off year before the 

2024 elections.  

James encouraged members to attend a virtual program November 30 sponsored by the New York City bar on the 

Independent State Legislature Theory, an issue currently before the Supreme Court in the Moore v. Harper case.  

DWOD members had a robust discussion on the importance of developing a message before the 2024 elections. Jeanine 

Emery commented that the majority of people were receptive when we canvassed last year. James highlighted an article 

in the Voice quoting Ervin Bateman on essential versus affordable housing. Andrea Thomas said we can get our messages 

out by hosting happy ours and having tables at local events. We don’t need to wait until the national party speaks. One 

member suggested a nonpartisan questionnaire.  We need to be working now. Need to give candidates something to run 

on. Issues discussed included housing (Jamie Wegener said there might be an opportunity for a forum, short of a 

Commissioners’ meeting), health care, teacher salaries. Sweet Pea Tillett said we need to focus on getting Democrats out 

to vote.  

Old Business 

No old business. 

 

New Business/Announcements 

Laura Allendorf encouraged DWOD members to make donations to the Town of Manteo’s food and coat drive on 

December 10.  DWOD participated in this event last year. Donations can be dropped off at Andrea’s and Jeanine’s.  

 

Alicia said a nominating committee should be formed to elect new officers.  

 

Ginny Nolan won the 50-50 raffle and donated the money back to DWOD.  

 

Next Meeting 

Our next meeting is January 19, 2022.    

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 


