
MINUTES 

Democratic Women of Dare 

Membership Meeting  

Basnights Lone Cedar Cafe 

March 17, 2022 

 

Welcome and Call to Order 

Alicia Wingate called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

     Alicia Wingate led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

     The Salute to the North Carolina Flag was led by Alicia. 

     Rev.  Gaye Morris gave the invocation.  

          

Recognition of Elected Officials, Party Officers, and Candidates 

 

Alicia recognized Elizabeth Morey, Mayor, Southern Shores; Tommy Fulcher, former House candidate; Nancy Lamb, 

former chief assistant DA; and Susan Sawin, chair, Dare County Democratic Party.   

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

The meeting minutes from February 17, 2022, were approved by acclamation. 

 

Treasurer’s Report   

 

Betsy Brown reported a beginning balance of $3829,85, with $1,075.00 in income. As of the end of March, the bank 

balance was $4,904.85. 

  

The Treasurer’s report was accepted by acclamation. 

   

Speaker Presentation 

 

Alicia Wingate introduced our guest speaker, Skip Saunders, chair of the Dare County Board of Elections.  Skip learned to 

build houses after graduating from ECU in 1975 with a BA in English literature, and then became a senior text editor of 

Time-Life Books for four years.  From 1985 to the present, he is the owner of Outer Banks Homes, a licensed residential 

general contractor, and is currently semi-retired.  Skip served on the Board of Education from 2000-20008. He has 

chaired the Dare County Board of Elections since July 2021. 

Skip gave a well-received, detailed presentation on how the Dare County Board of Elections ensures that our electoral 

process is safe, fair, and accurate.    He termed himself an “election nerd.” Skip emphasized that every single action, 

every decision made by the Board is guided by NC election laws and rules and noted that all members of the Board must 

be present to vote, for some issues. He explained the composition of the Board and that he was appointed by the 

governor.  Skip outlined the role of citizens who staff the precincts and recommended that individuals work at a precinct.  

Skip distributed 10 Facts about Election Security in North Carolina from the State elections board.  He also passed out 

the dates and hours of early voting. He then ran through a list of a ballot’s journey that he and staff had put together.  

Skip was followed by our special guest, Anastasiia Forlano, who was introduced by Laura Allendorf. Anastasiia lives in 

Southern Shores and is from Ukraine.  Laura contacted her to speak to our group about how her friends and family are 

doing in Ukraine, information on the Ukraine community on the Outer Banks, and most importantly, how we can help.  



Anastasiia had previously sent Laura a list of nonperishable items that could be collected by the Democratic Women of 

Dare and then shipped to Poland or Ukraine.  Many members brought items to the meeting. Anastasiia said the OBX 

Ukrainian community is working through the Tidewater Ukrainian School and that members could write checks payable 

to Tidewater Ukrainian School for Support Ukraine Fundraiser, 512 S. Kings Point Road, Virginia Beach, VA. Approximately 

100 pounds of items were collected and generous financial contributions made.  

Following the meeting, Sandy Ross submitted press releases to the local papers on the DWOD’s efforts to collect items 

for Ukraine. These releases resulted in articles in the Voice and OBX Today; links to these articles are on the website.  

Old Business 

 

No old business. 

 

New Business/Announcements 

 

Susan Sawin updated our group on the candidates who had filed for office, including Democrats Heather Euler for Dare 

County Commissioner and Sweet Pea Tillett for Register of Deeds, and two unaffiliated candidates for Board of 

Education. Dr. Bobbie Richardson will be in Dare County on March 21; Susan encouraged members to attend this 

important meeting. The County Convention is March 19. Susan also reported that Cheri Beasley, Democratic candidate 

for U.S. Senate, will be meeting with business owners when she visits Dare County in April for a fundraiser. 

 

Nancy Lamb and Tommy Fulcher encouraged members to attend an April 7 fundraiser for Cheri Beasley to, be held at 

Nancy’s house.  Nancy asked members to bring a platter and a bottle of wine to the event.  

 

Laura made a motion that DWOD donate the following:  $250 to Heather Euler; $250 to Sweet Pea Tillett; and $500 to 

Cheri Beasley (towards the April 7 fundraiser).  This motion was approved by acclamation.  

 

Rev. Gaye Morris said there would be a vigil for Ukraine on March 24th at Dowdy Park.  Members were encouraged to 

attend.  

 

 

 

Next Meeting 

 

Our next meeting is April 21,2022.    

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 


