
MINUTES 

Democratic Women of Dare 

Membership Meeting via Zoom 

January 20, 2022 

 

Welcome and Call to Order 

Susan Harman-Scott called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

     Alicia Wingate led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

     The Salute to the North Carolina Flag was led by Alicia. 

     Susan Harman-Scott gave the invocation.  

          

Recognition of Elected Officials, Party Officers, and Candidates 

 

Susan recognized Rosemarie Doshier, former candidate for Dare County Board of Commissioners; and 

Susan Sawin, Chair, Dare County Democratic Committee.  She welcomed new member Andrea Thomas.  

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

The meeting minutes from December 16, 2021, were approved by acclamation. 

 

Treasurer’s Report   

 

Betsy Brown reported a beginning balance of $3,262.39 for the year, with no income. Total expenditures 

for December were $850.58.  As of December 31, 2021, the bank balance was $2,411.81. 

  

The Treasurer’s report was accepted by acclamation. 

 

Speaker Presentation 

 

Alicia Wingate introduced our guest speaker, Dr. Sheila Davies, Director, Dare County Department of 

Health and Human Services and public health director. In this role she directly oversees the county’s 

public health operations and provides direction for social services and veterans services. Dr. Davies 

received her Bachelor of Science Degree in Psychology and Kinesiology from the College of William and 

Mary and her Master of Public Administration degree from Walden University. Dr. Davies received her 

PhD in Public Policy and Administration, specializing in health policy from Walden University. Dr. Davies 

was elected as the Mayor of the Town of Kill Devil Hills in 2011 and served 4 consecutive terms through 

December 2019. She serves and/or has served on numerous task forces, committees and boards, 

including the League of Women Voters and the Dare Literacy Foundation Board of Directors.  

Dr. Davies reported that she had Covid but did not want to cancel and leave us without a speaker 

tonight. She graciously offered to come and speak to our group at another time.  Dr. Davies said it was 

two years ago today that she was at a conference in Raleigh and learned of the first Covid case in NC 



under investigation.  No one anticipated what this would be like or the duration of the pandemic, she 

said.  Understandably, there is so much Covid fatigue with health care workers, the community.  It has 

definitely taken its toll. We are in our third wave, Dr. Davies remarked, if you think about how Covid has 

presented itself.  Prior to the pandemic, a lot of what we do is very silent.  People may have heard of us 

but didn’t know we were there. With vaccinations (over 25,000 in the county last year) a lot more 

people got to know public health.  She said she had hoped to be able to be able to talk to us about what 

else the Department does and would do so if she speaks to us again in the future.  

 

Dr. Davies then took questions from several members concerning what was meant by “vaccine status 

not available” in the regular reports the Department puts out; when someone has someone at home 

with Covid and the spouse continues to go to work, isn’t that helping to spread it; issues regarding 

vaccination rates of children under 17 years of age and education of parents; when the tests the 

government provides through the mail should be used; and insight into what is behind the large 

numbers Dare County is experiencing. Sandy Ross noted that in the 2020 election she reached out to Dr. 

Davies on what the Board of Elections could do at the polling places about Covid, and Dare County  

ended up with the highest turnout rate in the state and no Covid cases.  

 

Old Business 

 

No old business. 

 

New Business/Announcements 

 

Susan Harman-Scott encouraged members to attend the DWNC convention via Zoom on Jan. 22. There 

is good training and the opportunity to see women from all over the state.  

 

Sandy Semans Ross reported that the group’s Facebook page went live this week.  There is information 

on the state group as well as local information, and anyone can go on and comment, she said. Go on the 

page and be a follower. 

 

Regarding candidate filing and recruitment, Susan Sawin, Chair, Dare County Democratic Party, noted 

that the filing deadline had been extended.  There are declared candidates for Register of Deeds and 

School Board. The party’s focus will now be on county commissioners. The Dare County Democratic 

Committee will meet on Monday. The focus will be on precinct meetings, which are to take place from 

February 5 to February 19. Susan encouraged everyone to attend their precinct meeting.  She is pleased 

to see new members in this group and the county group. Susan urged members to let her know if 

anyone was interested in running for office.  

 

Susan Harman-Scott reiterated that if you want to run, to please do so.  We need to have someone 

running against Republicans up and down the ticket.  Lillian’s List is available for support.  If you run, we 

will support you in every way possible and make you feel comfortable in your campaign. Now is the time 

to step up. If you have an interest in the governance of our schools, our county, please do it. It is a great 

experience.  

 



Laura Allendorf reported on the community service project that DWOD participated in with the NC 

Coastal Federation.  She thanked Marion, Betty, and Catherine for their participation. Sandy generated  

press for us in the Coastland Times and the OBX Today.  Please let us know if there are projects you 

would like to suggest in the chat or by email.   

 

Longtime officer Faith Booth passed away in December.     

 

Betsy put her address in the chat box so members could mail in their dues checks. 

 

Next Meeting 

 

Our next meeting is February 17, 2022.    

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 


